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The Modern Interpretation of the Chinese Monarchy:
Focusing on Kung-chuan Hsiao and Qian Mu

Abstract

In the late Qing Dynasty, the western science of politics gradually entering China.
Facing the Impact of Western culture, intellectuals of modern China feel the need to
reinterpret the monarchy in Ancient China in a modern perspective, so that it can be
explained and compared with Western political system and political thought. But there
was no category theory of government in the traditional political resources, theory of
despot in the western political science of was widely accepted by Chinese intellectuals.
Kung-chuan Hsiao employed Chinese and Western knowledge resources to demonstrate
the essence of autocratic monarchy in China is Despotic. Qian Mu who had a more local
knowledge background, he opposed false analogy of the history and culture between
China and the West. Both of them were trying to do the Modern Interpretation on Chinese
monarchy, they have their own emphasis on the application of Chinese and Western
knowledge resources, but only the difference of degree, not the difference of nature.
Kung-chuan Hsiao's theory of despot had the suspicion of separating traditional politics
and modern politics; the study of Qian Mu's history of political system lacked the
knowledge background of Western Social Science, was good at historical criticism, but

was not skilled at theory construction. These were their thinking limitations.

Key Words: History of Chinese Political Science; The Chinese Monarchy; Despotic
Theory; Kung-chuan Hsiao; Qian Mui;
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